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A  Special  Economic  Zone  (SEZ)  is  often  referred  to  as  a  free  economic  zone  because,  by  
definition,  it  is  free  from  certain  taxes  and  has  favorable  customs  conditions  for  national  and  foreign  
entrepreneurs.  According  to  the  Federal  Law  of  July  22,  2005  No.  116  FZ  “On  Special  Economic  
Zones  in  the  Russian  Federation”,  the  SEZ  is  part  of  the  territory
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Abstract:  Special  economic  zones  are  becoming  an  increasingly  common  and  popular  tool  for  economic  growth  
policy,  especially  during  the  COVID-19  pandemic.  They  belong  to  the  economic  regulators  and  have  existed  for  
several  centuries.  The  article  considers  the  existing  types  of  special  economic  zones.  Attention  is  focused  on  the  
specifics  of  the  port  area  as  the  most  relevant  form  of  business  support  and  development  during  the  COVID-19  period.

privileges.

Abstract:  Special  economic  zones  are  becoming  an  increasingly  common  and  popular  instrument  of  economic  growth  
policy,  especially  during  the  COVID:19  pandemic.  They  belong  to  economic  regulators  and  have  existed  for  several  
centuries.  The  article  considers  the  existing  types  of  special  economic  zones.  Attention  is  focused  on  the  specifics  of  
the  port  zone  as  the  most  relevant  form  of  business  support  and  development  during  the  COVID–19  period.  
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1)  exemption  from  taxes  or  a  sharp  decrease  in  their  level  in  the  relevant  territory;

2)  convenient  construction  of  the  transport  system  and  communications,  proximity  to  the  railway

Article  4  of  the  Federal  Law  on  Special  Economic  Zones  in  the  Russian  Federation  provides  for  the  
following  types  of  SEZs:

In  the  empires  of  the  classical  era,  privileges  and  privileges  were  offered  to  foreign  merchants,  premises,  
regions  and  even  cities  were  specially  allocated.  Galata  of  the  Ottoman  Empire  (1455),  Gibraltar  (1704)  and  
Singapore  (1819)  are  the  first  examples  of  free  trade  zones.

3)  facilitated  control  over  currency  trading  within  the  zone;

3)  developed  financial  and  banking  system;

2)  technical  and  innovative;

A  special  economic  zone  is  localized  within  geographical  boundaries  with  preferential

5)  industrial  qualifications  that  may  be  required  in  this  area;

goals  have  expanded.  The  first  modern  free  region  is  believed  to  have  been  established  in  Ireland  in  1959.  
With  the  second  wave  of  globalization,  the  policy  of  exclusive  economic

5)  facilitated  access  to  the  area,  communication  infrastructure,  etc.

4)  port  [1].

investment  is  favorable  for  foreign  and  domestic  entrepreneurs.

boost  international  trade  through:

and  the  financial  system  that  began  in  the  1980s.

General  characteristics:

economic  development  and  planning;

green  economy.

various  public  policy  instruments  and  special  infrastructure  elements.  IN

2)  duty-free  importation  of  goods;

and  a  communication  center  of  national  importance;

problems  for  foreign  investors.  In  an  unfamiliar  country,  cultural,  political,  and  legal  complexities  are  
commonplace  for  foreigners.

1)  industrial  production;

However,  as  a  result  of  the  evolution  of  the  modern  state  and  the  development  of  the  capitalist  system,  
such  a  policy  quickly  spread  and  qualitatively  transformed  in  many  directions  and  in  the  resources  used.  
Policy  tools  have  become  more  sophisticated  and  operational

4)  perfect  banking,  warehouse  and  other  services;

4)  necessary  labor  force  with  low  cost;

3)  tourist  and  recreational;

torii  of  the  Russian  Federation,  which  is  determined  by  the  Government  of  the  Russian  Federation,  and  
which  has  a  special  regime  for  doing  business,  and  the  customs  procedure  of  a  free  customs  zone  can  also  
be  applied  [1].

zone  became  attractive  to  countries  that  wanted  to  participate  in  the  rise  of  world  trade

Free  trade  zones  are  primarily  located  around  major  seaports,  international  airports,  and  national  
borders—areas  with  many  geographic  advantages  for  trade.  In  accordance  with  world  standards,  the  free  
zone  has  the  following

6)  the  presence  of  an  existing  industry  with  a  well-developed  industrial  infrastructure  and

1)  political  and  economic  stability  in  the  region  based  on  the  concept  of  economy

In  addition,  the  special  economic  zone  attracts  foreign  capital  due  to  the  exemption  from  customs  and  
excise  duties  and  taxes,  but  creates  some  additional

Common  among  free  economic  zones  around  the  world  is  the  desire

legal  framework  different  from  that  in  force  in  the  rest  of  the  country.  The  organization  of  special  economic  
zones  means  supporting  the  principles  of  an  open  economy,  according  to  which  economic  opportunities  
depend  on  the  freedom  and  activity  of  trade,  foreign  economic  features.  The  situation  with  free  economic  
zones  in  terms  of  duties,  taxes  and

It  is  worth  noting  that  the  main  logic  of  special  economic  zones  is  based  on  the  support  of  commercial  
activities  in  a  certain  territory  within  the  borders  of  the  country,  using
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corridors.  Their  position  allows  access  to  a  rapidly  growing  market  for  highly  demanded  port  logistics  
services.  As  of  December  14,  2021,  PSEZ  residents

simulating  the  economy.

with  demand  due  to  low  incomes  of  the  population  is  associated  with  the  revival  of  markets.  COVID  19  pandemic

Port  special  economic  zones  are  located  close  to  global  transit

were  40  companies  that  paid  an  accumulated  total  of  991  billion  rubles  in  tax  and  customs  payments  and  
deductions  to  state  non-budgetary  funds.

slowed  down  the  wheels  of  the  economy,  many  areas  suffered.  In  this  regard,  the  government  is  trying  to  
actively  support  business  by  creating  special  economic  zones  as  a  tool  for  stimulating

of  the  COVID  19  pandemic.  The  table  shows  some  economic  indicators  by  types  of  special  economic  zones  
achieved  since  the  introduction  of  these  zones  on  the  territory  of  the  Russian  Federation,  cumulatively  as  of  
the  end  of  2021.

In  addition,  many  companies  located  in  the  SEZ  are  actively  involved  in  the  development  of  a  vaccine  
against  COVID  19.  For  example,  the  biotechnology  company  BIOCAD,  a  SEZ  resident

special  economic  zones  (SEPZ).  They  are  created  in  order  to  organize  shipbuilding  and

consider  the  SEZ  "Lotus".  On  the  territory  of  "Lotos"  there  are  industrial  productions  in  the  field  of  
shipbuilding,  mechanical  engineering  and  other  industries.  In  SEZ  "Lotos"  reali

Currently,  the  priority  direction  for  the  development  of  the  territory  are  port

In  the  field  of  shipbuilding,  a  successful  example  of  the  operation  of  a  special  zone  can  also  be

economic  zone  "Technopolis  "Moscow",  where  since  January  2021  the  NIC  vaccine  has  been  produced

developed  routes  in  close  proximity  to  the  main  transport  routes.  IN

Saint  Petersburg  has  been  participating  in  research  work  on  the  creation  of  an  mRNA  vaccine  against  
coronavirus  since  March  2020.  The  R  Pharm  company  built  a  plant  on  the  territory  of  a  special

ship  repair  activities,  the  provision  of  logistics  services,  as  well  as  the  basis  for

the  following  benefits:

According  to  the  data  of  the  Ministry  of  Economic  Development  of  the  Russian  Federation,  published  
in  2021,  during  the  functioning  of  the  mechanism  of  special  economic  zones  in  Russia

As  seen  in  the  example  of  the  Great  Depression,  overcoming  economic  stagnation  and  problems

seaport,  river  port  or  airport.

more  than  920  resident  companies  were  involved  [2].  It  can  be  concluded  that  the  development  of  a  special  
economic  zone  benefits  the  country,  as  jobs  are  created  for  a  huge  segment  of  the  population,  increasing  
the  level  of  employment  in  the  country  and  thereby  reducing  poverty.  Foreign  direct  investment  creates  a  
flow  of  money  in  the  country,  which  is  especially  important  during  the  period

epidemiology  and  microbiology.  N.F.  Gamaleya  from  COVID  19  [3].

PSEZ  applies  the  procedure  of  a  free  customs  zone  and  allows  the  implementation  of  port  activities  and  the  
construction,  reconstruction  and  operation  of  infrastructure  facilities
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As  a  result,  it  is  possible  to  single  out  the  characteristic  features  of  PSEZ:

focus  on  the  production  of  high-tech  products  in  the  field  of  import-substituting

Creating  an  enabling  business  environment  may  not  be  enough  to  mobilize  investment  at  the  speed  
and  scale  needed  to  meet  the  goals  of  the  logistics.

countries  and  their  economic  partners;

from  2021,  residents  of  all  special  economic  zones  are  provided  with:

Proximity  to  the  Caspian  Basin  and,  as  a  result,  the  possibility  of  establishing  partnerships

economic  zones  located  in  close  proximity  to  major  transport  routes,  as  they  contribute  to  the  creation  of  
jobs  and  the  functioning  of  businesses.  Although  special  economic  zones  are  not  an  alternative  to  the  
generally  established  economic  order,  they  do  create  a  truly  productive  and  favorable  business  environment.

not  applicable  to  the  rest  of  the  country.

·  reduction  of  income  tax  rates  paid  to  the  federal  budget  by  all  participants  of  the  SEZ  (permitting  the  
use  of  a  preferential  rate  for  five  tax  periods  from  the  moment  the  profit  is  received);

tions;

·  the  economic  zone  is  located  on  the  border  with  the  countries  of  the  Caspian  basin,  next  to  the  
transport  corridors  "North-South"  and  "West-East";

promotion  of  a  set  of  tools,  social  and  political  incentives  that  are  usually

In  addition,  it  is  necessary  to  rethink  the  concept  of  a  special  economic  zone  with  an  understanding  of  
long-term  prospects  and  in  the  interaction  of  ministries  and  departments  so  that  the  regime

During  the  COVID  19  period,  the  Russian  government  is  actively  creating  and  stimulating  the  development  of  special

geographically  delimited  territory  within  the  country  with  zonal  management  and  the  provision  of  
infrastructure  and  services  for  the  organization  of  shipbuilding,  ship  repair  and  logistics  activities;

the  most  favorable  tax  rate  in  the  territory  of  the  Russian  Federation;

·  application  of  the  personal  income  tax  rate  of  7%  for  income  from  employment  in  the  field  of  information  
and  communications;

·  Availability  of  highly  qualified  personnel  for  industrial  and  shipbuilding  enterprises.

who  work  in  the  manufacturing  and  construction  industries,  subject  to

for  the  development  of  the  economy.  Activation  of  economic  regulators  in  the  form  of  special  port

declarative  procedure  for  VAT  refunds  for  enterprises  with  a  special  economic  status,

·  "Lotos"  -  the  base  site  (at  the  federal  level)  for  the  production  of  equipment  and  components  in  
shipbuilding;

·  availability  of  all  types  of  transport  (there  are  motor  transport,  railway  communication,  air  communication,  
water  transport  modes);

economic  sector  during  a  pandemic,  but  the  importance  of  transportation  cannot  be  underestimated

relations  with  Azerbaijan,  Iran,  Kazakhstan,  Turkmenistan,  access  to  the  markets  of  these

In  addition,  it  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  as  business  support  measures  in  connection  with  COVID  19,  there  are  already

·  application  of  reduced  rates  of  insurance  payments  [4].

Thus,  in  certain  geographical  areas,  an  adequate  infrastructure  is  formed  with  the  involvement  of  an  
educated  and  skilled  labor  force  or  cheap  resources.

different  from  generally  accepted  business  rules;

·  "Lotos"  -  the  leading  shipbuilding  complex  of  the  Astrakhan  region;

application  of  SEZ  participants  increasing  coefficients  to  the  basic  rate  of  depreciation

providing  a  guarantee  to  the  management  company  of  the  territory;

economic  zones  are  most  likely  to  produce  results  to  attract  investment.

business  support  at  the  state  level  was  considered  taking  into  account  the  integrated  view  [5].

projects;
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As  Friedrich  List  emphasized  in  his  famous  work  The  System  of  National  Political  Economy,  it  is  
necessary  to  train  the  national  entrepreneurial  force.  Perhaps  the  special  economic  zones  will  take  on  a  
completely  new  conceptual  mission
as  corporate  and  entrepreneurial  schools  opening  up  to  the  world  of  international  trade  and  investment  
to  meet  the  challenges  of  the  COVID  19  pandemic.
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